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Competency in Palliative Care for Patients in Community of Professional Nurses

at Primary Care Unit, Muang District, Suratthani Province

Jaruwan Phanprathum™ B.N.S.

Abstract:

This research aimed to study the competency of professional nurses in palliative care for patients
in community, and factors related to the competency of professional nurses in palliative care for patients in
community in primary care unit, Muang District, Suratthani Province. The samples were 83 professional
nurses that have been working least 1 year at primary care units, Muang District, Suratthani Province. They
were selected by using simple random sampling techinque. Research tool was the competency in palliative
care for patients in community questionnaire. Data was analyzed by descriptive statistics, and Pearson's
product moment correlation coefficient.

The research results indicated that 44.60% of professional nurses had a moderate level of
competence in providing palliative care for patients in the community. The factors that had positive
correlation with the competency of professional nurses in palliative care for patients in community were
experience in palliative care for patients (r = .22) and knowledge of palliative care for patients in the
community (r = .24) with a low level of statistical significance at p<.05. However, age, experience as a
professional nurse, receiving the training in palliative care, and the number of patients receiving palliative
care were not correlated with the competency of professional nurses in palliative care for patients in
community. Therefore, professional nurses should be enhancing about the competency in palliative care for

patients in competency by providing knowledge and increasing experience in palliative care for patients.

Keywords: Competency, Palliative care, Professional nurse, Primary care unit
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